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1. In General 


a. Overview 
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Financial responsibility acts generally apply to only to the operation of vehicles on public roads. Activities that have been held 
to constitute such operation include the incidental use of golf carts to cross public roads (where use of the carts is required 


to play the course and use of public roads by the carts is unavoidable due to the course's design), | a transit authority's use of 


vehicles,” and the use of a pickup truck to tow a farm trailer during hay-baling operations.° 


It has been held that a motorcycle that is designed primarily for off-road use is not a “motor vehicle” under the financial 
responsibility act of at least one state, and the owner of such a vehicle is not required to maintain liability insurance on it for 


such use.* However, it has also been held that a motorcycle fits within the definition of a “motor vehicle” as used in a state's 


financial responsibility act.’ 


A motor vehicle that remains operable cannot be voluntarily placed “out of service” by the owner by simply not driving it, so 


that owner would be exempt from a financial responsibility requirement for vehicle registration and driving privileges. 
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